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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Department Financial Report Marine Corps League, Department of West Virginia 
Hershel “Woody” Williams Scholarship Foundation: 19 October 2016 beginning balance: 
$10,696.13  Deposits: $0.00 Debits: $0.00  Interest: $2.46. 16 November 2016 ending balance: $10,698.59.   
Please send all scholarship donations to John Nanny,  P.O. Box 2121, Wheeling, WV 26003-0234. 
General Account and Paymaster Report: 19 October 2016 statement beginning balance: $14,637.60.  Deposits: 
$55.00  Debits: $500.00. 16 November 2016 statement ending balance: $14,192.60.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COMMANDANT'S MESSAGE

Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and Associate members: 
After we celebrated the 241st birthday of our Corps, our detachments went above and 
beyond honoring the service of our nations veterans. We proudly continue to remain 
visible in our communities participating in local parades and ceremonies. Special thanks
to the detachments that went the extra mile to check on the welfare of the widows of our
fallen members and visited our fellow Veterans in area nursing homes and VA Medical 
Centers. 
As the Toys for Tots drives wind down and we move into Christmas and the New Year, 
remember to stop and smell the roses and enjoy spending time with family and friends 

during the holiday season. I look forward to the Dept. regular meeting in Parkersburg on January 14. 
Detachment Commandants will report on the progress and accomplishments their members have made in 2016. 
Dept. award nominations will be mailed out to detachments so they can recognize their most outstanding 
members and the Hershel “Woody” Williams Scholarship applications will be made available to our 
membership. 

Our Scholarship account needs donations by detachments and/or by individuals. Please consider donating. The 
Dept. will conduct a pistol raffle starting in Feb. to help the Dept. and the Scholarship Fund get built back up 
after our Dept. Convention in May of 2017. 
The Department is currently focusing on the MCL Marine 4 Life program in our state. Topics include suicide 
prevention, education, housing and employment opportunities for our members and for Marines transitioning 

mailto:hard-charger@suddenlink.net
http://www.mcleaguedeptofwv.org/


out into civilian life in our areas. 

May you and your family have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Please keep our men and women in our Armed Forces in your thoughts and prayers as they serve in harm’s way 
and are far from home during the holidays. 

Semper Fidelis, 
Rick Shank 
Commandant 
Dept. of WV MCL 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s Corner

Just when her friends say thoughtless or outrageous things on social media, Charllot chimes in with gentle but 
firm dissent. She respects the dignity of everyone, and her words are unfailing positive.

A few years ago she became friends on face book with a man who harbored anger toward Christians. He 
appreciated Charllot's rare honesty and grace. Over time his hostility melted. Then Charllot suffered a bad fall. 
Now housebound, she freeted over what she could do. About that time her face book friend died and then this 
message arrived from his sister: Because of your witness, I know my brother is experiencing God's complete 
and abiding love for him.

During the week in which Jesus would be killed, Mary of Bethany anointed Him with expensive perfume John 
12:3. Some of those present were appalled, but Jesus applauded her. "She has done a beautiful thing to me," He 
said. "She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare it for burial" Mark 16:6-
8.

"She did what she could." Jesus words take the pressure off. Our world is full of broken, hurting people. But we 
don't have to worry about what we can't do. Charllot did what she could do. So can we. The rest is in His hands.
Tim Gustafson

Do thy duty, that is best; leave unto the Lord the rest.    -- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Michael Lynon, Department Historian
Subject: Request Photographs of Detachment Events 

I am requesting of all Detachments to submit at least 10 photos of activities that your Detachment has 
participated in over the past year with descriptions or subjects. 
As Dept. Historian, I plan to combine the photos I receive from all of our Detachments in the Department of 
WV and put them on a CD disk. We will play the CD at the 2017 Dept. of WV convention in Charleston to 
promote the various activities our Detachments conduct and participate in throughout the year. 
The goal of the Department is to show all of our members and guests in attendance what our detachments do as 
Marine Corps League members within their communities. Deadline to get your photos sent in is April 15. 
Digital photos or scans can be sent via email to: airlock@mcleague947.com. 

You may mail photos to: 

HERBERT J. THOMAS MEMORIAL DETACHMENT #947 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
PO BOX 11203 
CHARLESTON, WV 25339 
ATTN: DEPT. HISTORIAN 
If you need assistance, please contact me at: airlock@mcleague947.com or (304)419-0982. 
Thank you in advance for your participation. 



Department Officer Nominations
Department Sr Vice Commandant Mike McLain is Chairman of the Department Nominating Committee. The 
following Department Officers will be elected during the Department Convention in Charleston, WV on May 6, 
2017. Commandant, Sr Vice Commandant, Jr Vice Commandant and Judge Advocate. Nominations for these 
positions can be submitted to Sr Vice Commandant McLain commencing January 2017. Floor nominations will 
be taken at the Department Convention.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Hershel “Woody” Williams Scholarship Foundation Applications

Foundation Chairman John Nanny has mailed out applications to every detachment Commandant in the 
Department. The applications may be reproduced as needed. The Foundation normally awards four scholarship 
in the amount of $1000.00. This is a one time scholarship so prior recipients are not eligible. The deadline for 
applications must be postmarked no later than March 15th, 2017. Please assure that all portions of the 
application is completed, all requested materials are included and proof of eligibility from the local Marine 
Corps League is verified. The application includes additional information required to complete and submit the 
application properly. Paying attention to detail is necessary in submission of an application. In the sixteen years 
since the Scholarship Foundation was instituted,  97 scholarships totaling $79,000 have been awarded.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Department Awards

Department Awards Chairman Don Dearth will send out nomination forms for the following department awards 
after January 2017. Detachments should be considering those individuals who they desire to nominate for one 
or more of these awards.

DEPARTMENT HEART & SOUL AWARD is presented in recognition of this Marine Corps League member’s 
outstanding spirit and enhancement of the mission and principles of the U. S. Marine Corps and Marine Corps 
League from May 2016 to March 2017

COMMANDANT OF THE YEAR AWARD is presented in recognition of this Marine Corps League member’s 
outstanding leadership and guidance in meeting all department and national guidelines, policies and procedures 
from May 2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT COMMUNITY AWARD is presented in recognition of this Detachment’s outstanding public 
relations contributions and community involvement from May 2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT AMERICANISM AWARD is presented in recognition of promoting patriotism, citizenship, 
participating in parade activities, and observing all traditions of U.S. Marine Corps and Marine Corps League 
from May 2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER AWARD is presented in recognition of this Marine Corps League 
member’s outstanding administrative and fiscal practices and procedures in the Marine Corps League from May
2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER AWARD is presented in recognition of this Marine Corps League 
member’s outstanding service performance and volunteer work to veterans and their dependents from May 2016
to March 2017

DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER AWARD is presented to Detachment_____ in recognition for publishing an 
outstanding newsletter that conforms to the National Newsletter guidelines from May 2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT COMMENDATION AWARD is presented in recognition for displaying outstanding principles 
and purposes of the U. S. Marine Corps and Marine Corps League from May 2016 to March 2017

DEPARTMENT RECRUITER OF THE YEAR AWARD is presented in recognition to this Marine Corps 
League member for recruiting the highest number of new Marine Corps League members for the period May 
2016 to March 2017



Department of West Virginia Marine of the Year Award
Chuck Cooper, President, Department of West Virginia Marine of the Year Society will be sending out an 
announcement for the 2017 Department of West Virginia Marine of the Year after January 2017.  Detachments 
should be considering and submitting a member for nomination for this prestige award upon receipt of the 
announcement letter.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dues notification - National Executive Director Tom Hazlett

Renewal Dates for Current Members
Please note, 31 August is not recognized by the Database, it defaults to 1 September as the renewal date.  All 
memberships will thus expire as of Midnight 31 August of the year
For those members whose dues are due between July of 2016 through December of 2016, they will pay 
National Dues of $20.00 and  dues will be due on 31 August 2017 (Cards will be dated 1 September).  Members
with expiration dates between Jan through June will pay National Dues of $10 and their Dues will be due on 31 
August 2017.  Once a member is paid up through 31 August 2017, you can submit their annual dues any time 
prior to 31 August 2018.  The same will then be applicable for all years; you can have the member pay anytime 
you wish and the dues are extended one additional year to the 31 August.  Only the current fiscal year will be 
affected by the $20 or $10 National Dues depending on the date of their renewal; all other years will be the 
amount of the annual dues and they are due on the 31 August.  Remember, all cards will show 1 September as 
the date (the database cannot recognize 31 August as the renewal date, it defaults to 1 September). 
My suggestion; going forward is to break your membership down to certain months and submit transmittals 
monthly; once the members’ transmittal is received, they will be assigned the new expiration date of August 31st 
of 2018 (again card will be dated 1 September).

For New Joins, the dates are as follows:
1 Sept – End of February:  Cost will be the full annual National Dues plus the National new join fee.  (Current 
cost is $20.00 + $5.00 = $25.00) (The renewal dues will be due by 31 August and the card dated 1 September).
1 March – End of July:  Cost is half of the annual National Dues plus the National new join fee.  (Current cost is
$10.00 + $5.00 = $15.00) 
The renewal dues will be due by 31 August and the card dated 1 September.  New Joins during the month of 
August will pay the full annual National Dues plus the National new join fee (Current cost $20.00 + $5.00 = 
$25.00) and the card expiration will be 31 August of the following year with a date of 1 September on the card –
they will get 13 months of membership for the cost of 12 months.

Semper Fi
Tom
National Executive Director

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTE - LOCATION CHANGE

Department Quarterly Meeting - January 14, 2017 in Parkersburg
2017 Department of WV Quarterly Meeting will be January 14, 2017 hosted by Wood County Detachment 1087
in Parkersburg WV at the VFW Post 1212, 1630 Garfield Ave, Parkersburg WV 26101. Staff Officers Meeting 
is 9:30 AM with general business meeting at 10 AM. WV Pack Growl will immediately follow Dept Meeting. 
The uniform code has been modified for the Department Quarterly Meetings as members can wear polo shirts 
and pants, with fore and aft cover. The uniform code must be followed for the Department Convention.

Here are driving directions: 

From Clarksburg: Rt 50 W and take ramp toward CR-14/US-50/Division St/Downtown 0.3 mi,   right onto 
WV-14 0.6 mi, Turn right onto Juliana St (WV-14/WV-68/WV-618) 0.1 mi,  Continue on Juliana St (WV-
14/WV-68) 278 ft,  Turn left onto 8th St (WV-14/WV-68/WV-618) 423 ft,  Continue on Murdoch Ave (WV-
14/WV-68) 0.8 mi, left onto 19th St 0.2 mi, left onto Garfield Ave (WV-14/WV-68) 0.1 mi and VFW is on left

From Charleston:  I-77 N toward Parkersburg/I-79 71.9 mi, Take exit 173 toward Camden Ave/WV-95 0.3 mi, 
left onto Little Kanawha River Rd toward Camden Ave/Downtown 187 ft/, left onto Camden Ave (WV-95) 2.9 
mi, right onto Division St (WV-14) 390 ft, Continue on WV-14 0.8 mi, right onto Juliana St (WV-14/WV-



68/WV-618) 0.1 mi, Continue on Juliana St (WV-14/WV-68) 278 ft,  left onto 8th St (WV-14/WV-68/WV-618) ,
Continue on Murdoch Ave (WV-14/WV-68) 0.8 mi,  left onto 19th St 0.2 mil,  left onto Garfield Ave (WV-
14/WV-68) 0.1 mi, VFW is on left

From Wheeling: I-70 W toward Columbus to exit 180A toward Marietta onto I-77 S 44.7 mi,  Take exit 179 
toward Emerson Ave onto WV-68 S (Emerson Ave) 4.8 mi, left onto Ohio Ave (WV-14/WV-68) 524 ft,  
Continue on Garfield Ave (WV-14/WV-68) 0.4 mi, VFW is on left.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MCL National New Mailing Address

Marine Corps League Inc 
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Suite 115 
Stafford, VA 22554
703-207-9588

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VA Disability & SSDI - Eligibility for Both 

 If you are already receiving disability benefits through the Veterans Administration (VA) you may also be 
eligible to receive Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) from the Social Security Administration (SSA). 
SSDI is administered by the SSA to provide monthly benefits for disabled workers. To receive SSDI, you must 
have worked enough to earn sufficient credits and to have paid in adequate taxes to the SSA. In general, that 
means you must have worked the equivalent of five years full-time out of the last 10 years, but that can vary 
depending on age. While VA disability is only available to military veterans who suffer from a service-related 
disability, SSDI is available to any worker who suffers from any disability that meets the requirements of the 
medical guide to be deemed a full disability per the SSA guidelines. So, if you have a service-related disability 
and other medical conditions, you can combine those together to gain approval for SSDI. Unlike VA disability, 
to get SSDI you must be fully disabled as there are no partial disability benefits. 

The Differences To receive SSDI you can combine chronic health conditions, injuries, and military-related 
conditions to prove your disability to receive benefits. While the VA will give a disability rating, such as 10%, 
the SSA will not. You must show that you are completely disabled and unable to work to earn a substantial 
gainful income. For SSDI benefits, you must be unable to work for at least a year or have a condition that is 
expected to result in your death. With VA disability, you can receive benefits based on the severity or the 
disability rating that you receive.

While you can apply for VA disability because of a service-related disability at any time, you need to be aware 
that you need to apply for SSDI as quickly as possible. Because it is based on credits earned from working, 
waiting too long to apply can result in your loss of benefits. You can apply for VA disability and SSDI at the 
same time. Both claims are processed using a different approach through different government agencies, so be 
aware that different information will need to be supplied for each claim.

Expedited Claims If you are a veteran who has been approved for VA disability with a 100% P&T disability 
rating, or if you were wounded in the line of duty after October 2001, you can have your SSDI claim expedited 
in effort to get faster approval for monthly SSDI benefits. The additional monthly benefits from SSDI can 
significantly impact your financial situation and help you with your regular living costs. By supplementing your
VA disability with SSDI, you can have a major impact on your family’s finances.

How to Apply for SSDI 
If you are ready to apply for SSDI, you have numerous options available to you. You can either go online to the 
SSA website at www.ssa.gov  to start the process, call the SSA’s toll-free number at 1-800-772-1213, or visit 
your local SSA office to start your claim in person. 



RECEIVING HONORS -- Larry Brown, second from left, receives the Detachment Marine of the Year Award 
for Leland D. "Crow" Crawford Detachment 956 of Elkins during the detachment's annual U.S. Marine Corps 
birthday dinner on Nov. 10, 2016. Brown's numerous achievements include serving in honor guard details for 
more than 1,000 military funerals; spearheading the naming of more than 20 local bridges in memory of 
veterans killed in action in Vietnam; and serving three years as co-chairman for the Toys for Tots program in 
two counties. Former MOY recipients participating in the award ceremony are, from left, Past Detachment 
Commandant Charles Ranew, Department of West Virginia Junior Past Commandant Roger Ware, and 
Detachment Senior Vice Commandant Harvey Gum and Paymaster Roy Wood.



Detachment 947 Hosts Medal of Honor Flag Ceremony

On November 7, at 11:00 AM, Department Commandant Shank and Department Adjutant/Paymaster Gill joined
with Detachment 947 and a host of others, including Mike Browning from Senator Manchin’s office, Michael 
Kyle (Kyle Family), Thomas Health System Staff, military and American Legion VSO’s in a Ceremony to place
Medal of Honor Flags at the burial sites of two recipients at Sunset Memorial Park in South Charleston. The 
Ceremony proved newsworthy and was covered by TV and Newspaper outlets from the area.
The Ceremony was complete with GWHS Army JROTC Honor Guard posting colors for Kyle and Detachment 
947 posting Marine Corps colors for Thomas, then a Rifle Volley for each flag placement. The event then 
moved to Thomas Memorial Hospital to pay tribute at the Hall of Honor.
SGT Herbert J. Thomas Jr. (USMCR-WWII) and 2LT Darwin K. “Gus” Kyle (Army-KOREA) are both buried 
at Sunset. Thomas is the Namesake for Detachment 947 as well as Thomas Memorial Hospital.
Last year, Detachment 947 became custodians of the burial sites of both recipients by permission of the 
surviving family members and the Cemetery. Since then, the Detachment has dedicated themselves towards 
upkeep and perpetuating the honor of these two men and their families that are buried there.
The gravesites have never been marked with an officially issued DOD marker that would identify them as MOH
recipients. Both men were issued the MOH posthumously. As a matter of policy, the VA does not replace 
markers, regardless of status unless they are not legible or inaccurate. To further complicate the matter, if a 
MOH recipient has been honored by placement of a memorial building, street, bridge or a Naval vessel named 
in their honor, they are no longer eligible for a VA marker replacement. The Detachment is diligently working 
on a project that will finally pay the appropriate tribute by having the markers updated.



(L-R) Department of WV Commandant Rick Shank, Detachment #947 Commandant Owen Stout and 
Department Chaplain Frank Armentrout



Dept of WV MCL awards Kinnard Memorial State Veterans Cemetery a Distinguished Service Award
On November 7, 2016, The Department of WV Marine Corps League presented the Donel C. Kinnard 
Memorial State Veterans Cemetery Honor Guard Association with a Distinguished Service Award for their 
meritorious service to Veterans. The Dept. of WV MCL also donated $500.00 to the Honor Guard Association in
support of their operations at the cemetery and their community based programs 

Pictured from L to R, front row Dept. Commandant Rick Shank and Honor Guard Commander Don Ryan. Back
row L to R, Dept. of WV Adjutant/Paymaster George O. Gill and Honor Guard members Eugene Davis, Randy 
McClanahan, Bob Suttles, Dennis Davis, Danny McKee and Tom Hamilton.

For information on the Honor Guard Association please visit kinnardhonorguardwv.com.

For information on the Dept. of WV Marine Corps League please visit mcleaguedeptofwv.org. 

http://kinnardhonorguardwv.com/
http://mcleaguedeptofwv.org/


Eastern Panhandle Detachment Marine Corps  Birthday Ball Pictures:
Guest of honor was LtGen Philip D Shutler. Naval Academy class of 48, Korea as commander of Recon platoon
and Recon company. Naval Aviator in 54, F-4 squadron commander and Group commander in Vietnam. Several
tours in NAVAIR, and J-3 of Joint Staff.

8th and I Honor Guard

Marines Streeter and Murphy



Oldest Marine cake to Youngest Marine

Marine Kain presents the Thank You Gift to General Shutler



Pending Calendar

2017 Department Quarterly Meeting will be January 14, 2017 hosted by Wood County Detachment 1087 at 
VFW Post 1212, 1630 Garfield Ave, Parkersburg WV 26101
Staff Officers Meeting is 0930 AM with general business meeting at 1000 AM. WV Pack Growl will 
immediately follow Dept. Meeting. 

2017 MCL Midwinter Staff Conference will be March 1 - 5, 2017 at the Fredericksburg Hospitality House and
Conf Center, 2801 Plank Rd, Fredericksburg, VA  22401. group code: MCLMDWINTER17 Phone: (540) 786-
8321 Room rate includes up to 4 breakfast vouchers per occupancy. $89.00 per night + prevailing tax (currently
11.3%)

2017 Department of West Virginia Convention will be May 5-7, 2017 in Charleston, WV. at the Town Center 
Marriott. Herbert J. Thomas Detachment 957 will be the host detachment. Further details are pending.

2017 Mideast Division Conference  will be June 23-25, 2017 hosted by Department of North Carolina at the
Double Tree Hilton Hotel Raleigh-Durham Airport at Research Triangle Park, 4810 Page Creek Lane, Durham,
North Carolina, 27703.  Tel +1-919-941-6000 after May 17, 2016. for reservations.  Room rate: $99.00 plus
room tax. Free breakfast and parking

2017 MCL National Convention will be August 13 - 18,  2017 at the Sheraton Overland Park at the Convention 
Center, 6100 College Boulevard, Overland Park, KS, 66211. Book By Phone: 1-866-837-4214  commencing 
Monday, August 15, 2016 at 0801 CST. Room rate: $115.00 with 18% tax, free parking, free breakfast and 
free wifi. 

http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/north-carolina/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-raleigh-durham-airport-at-research-triangle-park-RDUDADT/index.html
https://search.yahoo.com/local/s;_ylt=A0LEVxFdY3ZXE_wAreBXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyYmhrdDd1BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQTAyMDBfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=hospitality+house&addr=Fredericksburg%2C+VA&loc=woeid%3A2407171&selectedId=184307337&fr=yfp-t-s
https://search.yahoo.com/local/s;_ylt=A0LEVxFdY3ZXE_wAreBXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyYmhrdDd1BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQTAyMDBfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=hospitality+house&addr=Fredericksburg%2C+VA&loc=woeid%3A2407171&selectedId=184307337&fr=yfp-t-s

